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A year ago, | had the
the Community, the _
Justice, ECOWAS eport I outlined the history of the court, 1ts
members, Compete activities. I also identified the challengg
_xéSs ithad made at the material time and
ere is no doubt that the Community Court
titution, as it was only set up in 2001. A” t
young institution, the Community Court (
of challenges. Notwithstanding the teethm

The time has therefore come for the Community Court of Justice
to render account of our stew ‘_;_in the past one year [ still

Community, the Secc

Justice, ECOWAS A éture, I wish to place on record, that
whatever successes 1 en able to achieve in the last one year
was mainly due &

Authority of the :

May I seize thls opporturuty to pay tribute to the Chazr
Authorxty I—h__ """'Excel]encv, Mr. ]ohn Agyekum Ku
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obhgahqns_ to the Court. Inde_ed, the co-operation of
e ey yoow
the Deesident of the Todesa D@pﬁl&hc o Nig@fia] -:_
comers_tone of our achievements. Permit me also fc
Chairman of the ECOWAS Council of Ministers, Honour:

Konadu Apraku. We are indebted to him for the interest
in the Court and for finding time, despite his busy sche
Court on the 9 day of April, 2003.

The task of running the Court was made a lot eas

operation of my colleagues, my learned brothers, the fell

the Court namely: Honourable Justice Tall El Mansour (Vi

(Senegal), Honourable Justice Anthony Alfred Be

Honourable Justice Awa Daboya Nana (Togo), Honoural
Barthelemy Toe (Burkina Faso), Honourable Justice Suom na

Sidibe (Niger) and Honourable Justice Aminata Malle (M , ,,
sincerely humbled by the confidence they reposed in me, y 'theu' :
support. -

It is noteworthy that the residential quarters of the Judges at |
Gwarinpa, Abuja provided by the Federal Republic of Nigeria in |
fulfillment of her obligation to the Court, have now been furnished by
the host country and the Court resources. Iam therefore happy to |
report that the Honourable Judges of the Court have moved into their
residential quarters, and have formérly assumed duty in Abuja. Iam
also delighted to report that the seat of Court comprising of the office ‘
building and courtroom, also provided by our host country, have now |
been partitioned and furnished. We therefore cannot over-emphasise |
our gratitude to the Federal Republic of Nigeria for living up to her 3
responsibilities.

6. The Community Court of Justice takes pride in the fact that it 1
R I T e e e e e




ourt at its session from 22-23 ‘

Augus 2002” 1§ s chros ot doumet of

magmtude which regulates t dings of the Court must pass the |
scrutin}r ofa hiﬁh Fowered I Council. Ithasbeen Fub]ished ]

in English and French ar_{dr lable for sale to members of the

public. We are happy to n the said Rules of Court have been

published in the ECOWA! “IAL JOURNAL Vol. 41 of August |
2003. We have al the Community Court of Justice |
Information Manual and 2 in English and French. The first |
volume published revised in 2003. These publications as
simple as they are rehensive information about the Court
and are recomm e

missions in
were very b

sessions on the ﬁn_kage between,;the mﬂlenmum development goals |
and human rights with the main theme “Regional Consultative
Meeting On Human Rights Regional Integration in Africa” in |
Ghana between 10 and 12* Mareh 2003.under the auspices of Human
Rights Commission in Genev as furthermore a lead discussant in
another session of analyz ule of Law in Africa. The discussions |
focused on the compete f the National and Regional Judicial |
institutions and the they face in addressing Human Rights
issues. The outcon tifying and would no doubt assist the
Court in channel ations made therein properly towards |
the growth of the ther mission that brought out to bear in

College Unive (
Arbitration an States,” where I also presented
overview of t egration Efforts in ECOWAS” on




_ with the core factors of the paper. In May 2003 the Vice
the Ca t, Justice El Mansour Tall represented the Court at M
Niger Republic at the 33+ ordinary session of the Afncan C
for the Rights of Man and People

The Commumty Court of ]usﬂce participated activel
statutory meetings of ECOWAS in 2003. Some of these m(‘.l
Ordinary Session of ECOWAS Council of Ministers in Da
between 26+ and 31+ January, 2003, the Ad-Hoc Mlmstenal
on the harmonization of the Community Texts (Rules and

- of ECOWAS Institutions) in Accra, Ghana between 1
the Council of Ministers meeting at Abuja between 25+ -2
the Council of Ministers meeting Cotonou Bel_:i_inrr '
September 2003, Meeting of the Commission on Pol
Judicial Affairs, Regional Security and Immigr ti
September 2003, and ECOWAS Gender and Regional Ir
Forum and Stakeholders Consultative Meeting on 15-19
2003, Abuja Nigeria. The Community Court of ]ustxce E(
proposes a Seminar on divergence of subjects relatmg to Interr
Organizations and the applicable norms and laws albeit, Ro! ”
Community Court of Justice ECOWAS in the mtegratlon
Creatlon of stable Legal Environment - The Role of Communit

the ECOWAS Sub Regmn Justice Development an

of the Community Court of Justice of Justice, ECOWAS, Huma :

and Integration in ECOWAS Sub Reglon, Issues for the Commumty
Court of Justice, ECOWAS.

For the first time in the history of the Community Court of Justice, we
celebrated the ECOWAS DAY on the 27* day of May 2003. It was an

occasion for us at the Court to felicitate with citizens of the West

African sub region and to pay tribute to the founding fathers of
ECOWAS, for their wisdom and foresight in establishing the regional
body as a vehicle for economic development, regional co-operation"f
and integration. In marking the day, a press conference was held to

present to our community our modest achievements, constraints and




vision. The Court also treated lignitaries to a luncheon. We &

were deeply honoured by the | ce of eminent personalities; |
including the Chief Justice of Nigeria, Honourable Justice Mohammed

Lawal Uwais, the Speaker o OWAS Parliament, His Excellency 1

Professor Diallo, several EC arliamentarians, Ambassadors ]
and High Commissioners that graced the occasion.

In addition, the Communi urt of Justice within the year under
review, played host tc. dignitaries who paid courtesy visits to
the Court. I have earlier mentioned the visit of the Chairman of
ECOWAS Council of Ministers, Honourable Dr. Kofi Konadu Apraku.
We also received the Ciu Judge of Delta State of Nigeria, Honourable
Justice Roseline Bozimo. We also hosted the Danish Mission on the 23+
day of May, 2003, In rﬁaﬁonal Students Association of Ahmadu Bello
University Zaria, Legal Experts who attended the meeting of the
commission on ?f’&__ﬁti’c'al,Legal, Judicial Affairs, Regional Security and |
Immigration Abuja. We are hopeful that the Danish Mission or other
missions would grant some measure of aid to the Court in our effort to
establish a befitting Library.

Despite the foregoing facts, it has not all been a bed of roses for the
Court. There are several constraints that are militating against the
effective operations of the Court. One major area of great concern to
the Courtis in respect of the jurisdiction of the Court.

The scope of the jurisdiction o éf"the Court as provided for under Article
76.2 of the Revised Treaty and Articles 9 and 10 of the Protocol of the
Court is unduly nairow or resi’rlctlve as they do not give nationals of
the member states direct access to the Court. Only member states and
institutions of ECOWA have access to the Court. In our view, lack of
direct access to the C.'bu;t by individuals, is a major imped: gent that is
Capable of incaif)éciféﬁng or crippling the Court.
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ensure effectlve 1mplementatxon of demsmns of the Cour,t;.;

The Community Court of Justice lacks a well-stocked libr:
that well-stocked Library complement the work of Ju
spec1ahzed knowledge of the Law. If the definitior
anything to go by, the library prmndes not only books
newspapers and so on. Although budgetary prowsx
made for a library, the budgeted amount is grossly i
Court has an international status and requi :
urgently, to enable it discharge its primary assignmen

Notwithstanding the fact that the members o
jurists, the quality of the judgment and a

will have a direct bearing with the quality o]
expected, that the court should have a well stoc
a center for research and learning in regic
jurisprudence. Inorder to augment budgeta
reaching out to International Funders fo
establishing a befitting library for the Court. !
effortto achieve the desired objective. =~

Although we have made some progress in f

office infrastructure, a lot still needs to be di

mindful of the need to provide res1dent'al commodatio 1
members of staff. As a duty station and the seat of the Court, Abuja
has peculiar housing problems that the Court must deal with to secure
accommodation for its staff. The Court is aware that the renting of |
accommodation will only constitute a temporary solution to a
problem that requires a permanent solution. Effort is therefore being
made to obtain the necessary approvals to construct a Housing Estate
for some categories of staff. The Executive Secretary of the Economic
Community of West African States has graciously assigned to the
Court a parcel of land for the construction of four (4) blocks of flats for
its professional staff from the un-utilised Land of the Executive
Secretariat’s Professional Staff Housing Estate at Katampe District,
Abuja.




( - gratitude to the Federal
Republic of Nigeria for her co-operz n in the provision of an office
complex and residential acco. | ion for the Judges. Since there
was no courtroom in the office complex that was provided by the
Federal Republic of Nigeria, we had to converta bungalow within the
complex that was initially an office block for the Judges into a
Court Room. This require antial structural changes. Although .
we now have a Cour obvious that the space area Ii
inadequate. Itis ther able to expand the Court Room in the
very near future to Tqu1rements We have also noted thi
the size of the office complex will be inadequate for the purposes of th
Court in the long en the Court is given wide coverage in all
fifteen Member "The expansion of the office complex
therefore inevi have taken necessary measures to bring
limitations to th on of the Federal Republic of Nigeria.

the Court, temporary members of staff wer
brought in tﬂ ssist in the running of the Court. In 2003 we
necessary steps to employ permanent staff for the effective operation
of the Court. We advertised in Member States for the vacant positions.
After a thorough screening, short fhstmg and interview, the Court
would employ permanent staff. We were conscious of the need to
have representation from Me States in filling the vacant
positions. We believe that as time goes on the Community Court of
Justice willemploy the required permanent staff in all the categories.

Finance is an issue of rn to the Community Court of Justice.
Knowing fully well ',ciency of finance depends § many
variables or circum:

position to meet i

meet their financi

appeal to Membe S

obligations, as and when due We must also express the a

of the Court to the Member States that have been fu

financial obligations to the Court.




We are indeed dehghted thaf we ma
_provision of basic office mfrast ucture an
put in place the mechamsm of empl
formally inaugurating the.Court,arran
the commencement of proceedings be
would also be taken by the Court to S
institutions of the Community on the need

preamb?e of the Protocol of the Court i ys* “The essentlal role of the
Community Court of Justice is to ensure the observance of law, equity
and justice in the interpretation and ‘application of the Treaty and
Protocols and Conventions annexed thereto” which is in consonance
with Article 9 of the Protocol. We intend to discharge this responsibility
faithfully in the years ahead. May I reassure you, that the Communi

‘Court of Justice shares the dreams and aspirations of the foundins
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' _#pter_l relates to the Court; its
s and office infrastructure.




. The édmmunity- Court of Justice, ECGWAS _‘(\:ZiaSAe >
to the provisions of Articles 6 and 15 of the Re

appeal. The status composition, power and procedure of the Court are
set outin the Protocol of the Court adopted in ]uly 1991 '

- Competence and Rights of Access to the Court

22.  The jurisdiction or competence of the Court is prescribed by the
provisions of Articles 76 (2) of the Revmed Treaty and Artl{:les 9 and 10
of the Protocol of the Court.

The primary function of the Court is the interpretation and application
of the ECOWAS Treaty and the Protocols and Conventions annexed
thereto. The Court is further enjoined to ensure the observance of law
and of the principles of equity in the interpretation and application of
the provisions of the Treaty. The role of the Court as an institution for
the administration of justice was adumbrated in the preamble of its

Tl il e Ul EAallavari ey ks Y i Fls L gt g g



the observance of law and

foation of e Treaty and the

) of the Revised Treaty any dispute

* o T

Treaty shall be amicably settled by the parties and it is only where this
fails that either party or any thef Member State or the Authority may
under Article 76 (2) of the Tn tyirefer the dispute to the Court. Article
9 (2) of the Protocol further promdes that the Court shall be competent
to deal with disputes referred to it in accordance with the provisions of
the Treaty by Member States or the authority when such disputes arise
between the Member States or between one or more Member States
and the institutions of the Community on the interpretation and
application of the": rovisions of the Treaty. -

: _)fef the Protocol a Member State may on behalf of its

Institution of the Community, relating to the interpretation and
application of the provisions of the Treaty, after attempts to settle the
dispute amicably have failed. '

The Authority of the Heads ¢ fStai‘eand Government, may under the
provisions of Article 7 (3) (g) of the Revised Treaty, refer where it
deems necessary anym the Court when it confirms that a
Member State or Institu the Community has failed to honour
any of its obligations | stitution of the Community has acted
beyond the limits ¢ ority or has abused the powers conferred
on it by the prov1 _  Treaty, by a decision of the authority or a
regulation of the € : L

Under Article;f{f}iéf,its Protocol, the Court may, at the reques
Authority, Council, one or more Member States, or the Exec
Secretary and any other Institution of the Community ex
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Revised Treaty and the Protocol of the Cou rt did not g

the Member States dlrect access to the Court. Under t

limited scope of the jurisdiction of the Cdurt and tﬁe de
the Court to individuals are grave and fundamental limi
rights of pnvate individuals. For 1nstance, _the Re

access to the Courttoindividualsis highly commen able -

| Composition of the Court

28.

The Protocol of the Court provides that theCourt shall be composed of
independent judges selected and appomted by the authonty of Heads -
of State and Government from nation f \ - States. It ?
further provides that the Court shall consist of seven members who |
shall elect a President and Vice Pre51dent from among their number.

The members of the Court are highly experienced and distinguished i
judges. We are indeed fortunate to have a crop of judges who have -
outstanding legal carcers, and have contributed immensely in their :
various countries to the legal profession.




time and beﬁttmg of a Cou' gnitude. The initial contractual |
obligations had to g djustments in order to meet
international standard tments and additions were made
within the building, ‘ 'must be structurally imposing with
porches and pillars ped the finance of the Court but the
pain was of lesser e  of the achievements recorded asa final
result. ' .

The architects left unturned by making sure that they f’uiﬁlféd
the dream or visio on at
perfection of duct. The photographs shown below are the
fair concepts¢ n of the Court.
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' ACTIVITIES OF THE COURT I

The year 2003 was an eventful year for the Comm
Justice.  We are happy to report that the Court con

existence in 2003 and recorded substantial progress in t

basic infrastructure. It was a busy year for the Cou

Judges of the Court went on Missions to some forelgh cout

attended ECOWAS statutory meetings within the sub-region.

had the privilege of receiving several august visitors who pald
courtesy calls on the Court. The Court also hosted several -functmns
The activities of the Court in 2003 are hlghhghted in the followmg
paragraphs.

Yiscts

Visit of the Chairman, Council of Ministers

The Chairman of ECOWAS Council of Ministers, and Minister of
Regional Co-operation and NEPAD, Ghana, Honourable Dr. Kofi
Konadu Apraku visited the Court on the 9 day of April, 2003. The
President of the Community Court of ]ustlce, Honourable Justice H. N.
Donli, in her welcome address highlighted the achievements of the
Court and sought the assistance of the Council in finding solutions to
the teething problems of the Court. The Honourable President
conducted the Chairman of Council round the office complex, the
temporary Court room and the permanent Court room under re-
construction. The President later hosted the Chairman of Council and
invited dignitaries to a dinner at the Chopsticks Restaurant, Abuja.




The Chairman, ECOW' Council of Ministers, Dr. Kofi Konadu Apraku, being conducted
round the Office Complex by the President of the Community Court of Justice, ECOWAS
- Honourable Justice H.N.DONLI

The Chairman of Council expressed his appreciation for the f
achievements so far recorded by the Court and promised to look into
the problems of the Court. -

f Nigeria, Honourable Justice Roseline

- the President of the Community Court

of Justice, ECOWA rable Justice H. N. Donli. The Jonourable
President of the Co

office complex
room under co
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The Chief Justice of Nigeria, Honourable Justice Mohammed Lawal Uwa:s with the
President of the Community Court of Justice, on a courtesy wsn‘ fo the Couff

Visit of the Chief Justice of Nigeria

The Chief justice of Nigeria (CJN), Honourab}e Iustlce Mohammed
Lawal Uwais paid a courtesy visit to the Court on the 27+ day of May,
2003. It was on the occasion of the 2003 ECOWAS Day celebration by
the Court. The Honourable President of the Court, Honourable ,
Justice H.N. Donli, welcomed the Chief Justice of Nigeria to the Court.
The President iater in her chambers, mtm@uced the CJN to some
Judges of the Community Court of Justice that were present.
Honourable Justice Mohammed Lawal L@Wﬁi@rC]N participated in the
activities to mark the 2003 ECOWAS Day celebration by the Court.

. Visit of the Danish Mission

35.

Some members of the Danish Mission visited the Court on the 23- day
of May, 2003 in continution of their tour of ECOWAS Institutions. The
Honourable President of the Court, Honourable Justice H.N. Donli
welcomed the delegates to the Court and later conducted them round
the Court’s library and the temporay Court.




sistance of the Danish Mission
in fundmg any of the prOJects Cd;;_ii‘t; the establishment of a
befitting library, computer communication center or legal
workshops and conferences. We are hopeful that the Mission would
in due course render assistance to the Court.

| Visit of the First ECOWAS Youth Forum delegates to the Court

The first ECOWAS You th orum was held at Abuja between 11+ ad 15¢
August, 2003. o .

It was an assembly of the Youth from ECOWAS Member States. Some
delegates of the Youth Forum from Nigeria, Niger, Mali. Senegal, Tog
and Burkina Faso visited the Court on 15 August, 2003. The -
Honourable President of the Community Court of Justice, Honourable
Justice H.N. Donli welcomed the delegates to the Court and briefed
them on the establishment composition and activities of the Court. The

Ministers of Justice of Member States and their representatives on a visit to the
Community Court of Justice, ECOWAS after their delebrations
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'trlbute to the foundmg fathers of ECO
: Community the achlevemen_ts, cons :
Community Court of Justice. ~ The Ho
detailed briefing on these issues at the |
questions from Gentlemen of the Press.
the Chief Justice of Nigeria, Honourable
Uwais, the Speaker of ECOWAS Parham ¥
Diallo, and some Honourable ECOWA! ‘_Par it
the Court, several Ambassadors and ng" Co

other distinguished guests. The gu cated to a luncheon

after the media briefing.

ADDRESS TO ECOWAS PARLIAMENT

38. The Honourable President of the Community Court of Justice,
Honourable Justice H.N. Donli delivered a key note address to the
ECOWAS Parliament on 30 May 2003. It was at the opening of the
2003 Parliamentary session. The Honourable President seized the
opportunity to give a Status Report on the Court. She highlighted the



cce_ss'to individuals to the Court ‘

araﬁteed under the Treaty 'The

the parliamentarians.

standard library, but have been constrained by inadequate func
Although budgetary provisions ade in 2002 and 2003 budgets
of the Court, the budgeted am¢  a far cry from what is needed.
For instance, in the 2003 budge ourt only the sum of UA 10,000 |
was approved for books. It ion knowledge that Law and |
reference books are very expe ch a paltry sumislikea dropin |
the ocean. We have ) ' rted to purchase relevant books with ;_
thelimited re'sources.éi - '

Recently, we purch: -om Britain and France. |

to have a befittin, : will not only facilitate an
discharge of ow ies but that will be a source of pri
region. We ontinue to appeal to relevant au
international rs to assist the Court to achieve its aim
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.:;"‘Although budgetary provisions have bee
~ amount is inadequate. The Court is therefo
- assistance to achieve this ob]ective

Sia__ff_Housing Estate

The provision of residential accommod'a”_ on for
the Community Court of Justice is of greﬁt con
common knowledge that Abuja, our duty stat
has peculiar housing problems. There i 13 a
residential accommodation due to the high de

regulations to provide resxdentlal accammodatlon for the_, i
permanent professional staff many of whom will be commg to 4B
Abuja from different Member St: tes and will require
accommodation in Abuja. The Court is however aware that the
renting of accommodation will only constitute a temporary
solution to a problem that requires a permanent solution. The
Court is therefore proposing to build a Staff Housing Estate for its
professional staff.

I am happy to report that the Executive Secretary of ECOWAS has
graciously assigned to the Court a parcel of land from the un




The President of thé us’ﬁce H. N. Donli, the Vice President, Hon. Justice Tall

Mansour and Hon. Justi lle, inspecting the parcel of land assigned to the Court

- Executive Secretary S, Dr. Mohammed Ibn Chambas, for residential quarters
. Katampe

the Executlvei Secretariat’s Professional Staff

Housing Estate at Katampe District Abuja. Itis proposed as a first |

step, that the land will be used t ict four (4) blocks of flats for 1

the professional staff of the The overall objective of the

Community Court of ]ushce d a permanent solution to the §

likely housing probIem professional staff and for the locally |

are compatible with the level of the

in the ECOWAS Staff Regulations.

We have therefore p memorandum to Council through the
Admlmstratlon-an 1 o

project.




Missions

43,

-

o
which were relevant to their work as judicial officers. I
Conferences were attended in Niger, United King
United States, and Brazil. The subject matter of thes
and seminar are divers and cover International La

international relations, the protection of human right
Justice and Human Rights, Gender Equality, the lial
Community Nationals, holding Multinational Corperations
Accountable for Human Rights violations and African Union and
other institutions. "

| Statutory Meetings

44,

The members of the Court attended statutory meetings in Accra
Ghana related to the proposed amendment of various texts of the
Protocols and the Revised Treaty of the Community and on the
application of the Community Levy. Other Statutory meeting of the

o

The President, Honourable Justice H.N.DONLI, the Vice President, Honourable Justice Tall EL

Mansour attending one of preceding meetings of the 2001 Summit in Dakar




Political, ,‘L;jegai and Judi , Regional Security and |
Immigration Commission Ab ahd AD HOC Ministerial |
Committee Abuja 20 Novemb - ; 5-
Inter-Institutional Relations
45. The President of th addressed the Honourable:_i
Parliamentarians of ECOW. rliament on the activities of the |
Court and related i arliamentarians earlier in the yea

felicitated with the( brating the Ecowas Day.

Inauguration of the Co

ness with the filing of its first ca
les of Procedure, the statement of the ca
COWAS Journal and sent to the mem
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Z’Th_e Commumty Court of ]ushce is one of the Insti

of the Court are all Statutory Appointe
of State and Government granted
Appointees vide Decision A/DE
salary of the President of the Court

of ECOWAS Bank for Investment

EBID.

Under the Rules of Procedure of the Court the Pre51dent is responsfble
for the administration of the Court and presides at hearings and
~ deliberations. The President and Vice President of the Court shall take
dence before all other Members. Judges shall rank equaliy'




f 51

Iirecedé_nce racc':ording to thei in the Court. Where there is ' 5
equal seniority in office pre shall be determined by age-

Retiring. Judges who are re-ap retain their former precedence. |
The sessions of the Court are t ened by its President.

The Organizational Chart of unity Court of Justice delineates |
the Court into various dep s and shows the chain of command. |
The main departments are: the Office of the President, the Office of the |
Vice President, the Offie ges, the Chief Registrar’s Office, the |
Administration Depart inance Department and Internal Audit |
Department. The mmand is from top to bottom, with the |
President at the top of the hierarchy, through the Vice President, the |
Judges, the Chief strar and heads of the various departments.
Under the Staff Re; ns, officers are answerable to their immediate
superior with regard to the use of the powers, the execution of orde

and the monitoring of duties assigned by them. They are fully |
responsible for the pe formance of their subordinates. "'

. THE WORKING OF THE COURT

The dates and times of the sessions of the Court are fixed by the |
President. The quorum of the Court consists of the President and at ,
least two other Judges. The sittings of the Court shall comprise of an
uneven number of the members and the President presides over its |
sittings. The sitting of the Court shall be in public. It may howeversitin
camera at the request of one of the parties or for reasons, which only the
Court may determine. Pro eedings before the Court consist of written |
and oral parts. The € _deliberates in closed sessions. The
conclusions reached by tk jority of the Judges after final discussion
shall determine the de

RECRUITMENT OF PER

At the inception ourt in 2001 it was expedient for us
temporary staff ) the affairs of the Court. In Jant
advertised in the me mber states vacancies for perman
professional categery The Community Court of Justice r
over two thousand applications in response to the advertlsed '
from various Member States. The Court then set up a
Committee headed by Honourable Justice Aminata




e Committee was to shortlist candidates for inte
vacant positions in the Court. The summary of the a
received is as follows: For the position of Chief R
applications were received. For the post of Administ
received 1087 applications while 357 applied for the pi
Protocol Officer. 52 applied for the post of Interpr
the position of Translator, 15 also applied for the pos
Assistant, 13 applied for the post of Personal Assista
applied for the position of Computer Analyst. The Co
applications for the position of Librarian, 128 applicati:
of Chief Auditor, 32 for the position of Chief Secunt 4]
the post of Recorder.

In the initial screening by the Pre-Sele

number of the applications were rejected f

reasons: Incomplete application, Lack

experience, over age and lack of relevant qu

candidates for the interview, the Committee a ,
nationalities of the Applicants in order to ensure a fair pre €

The short listed candidates were interviewed by '
Committee between 29 and 31 October 2003. In acc

decision of the Council of Ministers, the Executive Secretari:
representatives in the Advisory Committee. [am happy to rep at
the successful candidates have been offered permanent empl ment
by the Court.

FINANCIAL CONTRIBUTION BY MEMBER ST :TES

The budgets of the Community Court of Jushce ECOWAS (CC]) are |
fully financed from contributions of member states. The Court has |
operated two budgets up to date, that of 2002 and 2003. The 2002
budget was financed from the contributions of member states to the
tune of UA 1,442,490 (48.37%). The 2003 budget amounted to UA |
3,042,982 and was programmed for financing from contributions of |
member states to the tune of UA 2,817,291 (92.58%) and from arrears of
2002 contribution of UA 200,000 (7.4%). As-at 31 August 2003, the
financing from contributions from member states for 2003 budget
stood at 51.80%, this includes part of the year 2002 arrears. From the |
foregoing the need for the member states to urgently respond to their
resp0n51b1ht1as to the court cannotbe over emphasised.
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1 would like to commend the es for contributing fully and i;
partially to the 2003 budget - '

2003 AND 2004 BUDGETS

The budget of the Court w. possible from the guidelines given
to the institutions of the Cq by the appropriate Organ of the §
Community. The fiscal der consideration to wit 2003 has the |
sum of 3. 9 million UA to the Court of Justice. The Court has |
eat of Court, Abuja, Nigeria. The onl
ate Organ of the Community would |

, orm of arrears of contributions. Officers af e
Court were d ched to some Member States to recover the debt It
was discov me of the States’_that the name of the Court was
missing in " Institutions that are to receive |
contributions. We are happy to report that the anomaly has been |
corrected and that the drive fe ecovery is beginning to yield |
result. We shall intensify our ¢ £ this regard because the issue of }
finance is crucial, in the affairs "

i DRIVEFOR EXTERNALA

It would be extrer for the Community Court of Justice to |
meet all its financi n the ambit of its budgetary provisions.
In order to source inds to execute 1ts high pnonty projects, |
like the setting 1
and communic

seek external ai
to some Interna

Agreements




There is no doubt that the Community Court of Justi

~ recorded some important achievements in the year 2003

_sustain the pace of development in the years ahead.
desire, that in subsequent years, our annual reports will
to the essence of the Court and its primary assignmen

/interpretation and application of the ECOWAS Treaty,
Protocols and Conventions. Having successfully est
Court, the Member States ard all ECOWAS Institu

- reminded of the need to make the Court functiona

necessary, Member States and ECOWAS Institutions sh

~away from approaching the Court for the Intes
application of the ECOWAS Treaty, Protocols and Ci
from seeking advisory opinion on legal issues. Thisist
can develop our regional body of laws. Amajorot
application before the Court was the limit

of the Court. The lack of direct access to th
private corporate bodies was an img €
delighted that the Council of Ministers has given approv
the jurisdiction of the Court and to grant direct acces
individuals. Itis our hope that this effort will soo
individuals can now prosecute cases of violati

Having reconstructed, remodeled, and ished our per
Court room we are now ready to hear any application that might be |
filed before the Court. We are in the process of acquiring the necessary
recording and translating equipment for the Court. We are still
mindful of our plans to computerize ur proceedings in order to
implement the fast-track procedure in the dispensation of justice.

The Community Court of Justice has come a long way since 2001. We
shall do our utmost in ensuring that the purpose of setting up the
Community Court of Justice is realised. There is no doubt that
ECOWAS has indeed provided the appropriate framework for
regional integration. At the Community Court of Justice we share the
dreams and aspirations of the founding fathers of ECOWAS. We wish
to assure you all that the Community Court of Justice intends to play
an effective role in the integration process of our sub region. More
importantly, we intend to mould a Court that will be a source of pride
to every citizen of West Africa, a Court where justice will not only be
done, but seen to be done. i







